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Under-recognition and under-reporting of occupational diseases are important global issues, reflected in the international variations in disease frequencies [1] . In Greece since 1979, workers registered with IKA, a social insurance scheme covering 1.9 £ 10 6 employees or 47% of the total labour force, have been eligible to seek statutory compensation for 52 occupational diseases. Here, we report the numbers and diagnoses of patients who were accepted as having a recognized occupational disease under the scheme in 2001.
Of the 82 claims, 50 were accepted, an overall rate of 2.6 per 100 000 registered employees. Their mean age was 55 years (SD ¼ 6 years), 88% were male and 96% were in manual employment. Diagnoses (mainly respiratory or dermatological) and current occupations are displayed in Table 1 . A single case of mesothelioma was reported.
These figures strongly suggest that occupational diseases are under-recognized in Greece. Even with the inclusion of 17 further cases registered after appeal, the rate of 3.4/100 000 is, by far, the lowest in the European Union [2] . Agricultural workers, merchant seamen and most professionals are registered under alternative schemes without a prescribed list and so occupational disease in these groups would not be represented here. Furthermore, despite the country's major asbestos industry, just one case of pleural mesothelioma has been registered; indeed, pleural mesothelioma is not even included in the original list of 52 prescribed diseases. Two cases of mesothelioma among Greek merchant seamen were published in 1991 [3] , but seamen are registered in a scheme without a prescribed list. In Greece, the reporting of occupational diseases is mandatory, thus, underregistration probably reflects, alongside the very low compensation awards, a lack of occupational attribution. There are few specialist occupational physicians and for several large employment groups, for example the health service, there is no structured occupational health provision. Furthermore, IKA is the only social insurance scheme in the country with a prescribed list. We believe that the registered occupational morbidity reflects the state of occupational health in Greece.
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